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Highlights from the U.S. Election Assistance 

Commission’s 2008 NVRA Report

The EAC’s most recent Impact of the National Voter Registration Act (NVRA) of 1993 on the Administration of Elections for Federal Office report covers the 2-year period between the November 2006 elections through the November 2008 elections. 

The 2008 NVRA report is based on the results of a survey of all States, the District of Columbia, and four territories—American Samoa, Guam, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

As with past reports, responses from many States and territories varied significantly. Six States and all territories are exempt from the provisions of the NVRA, and others did not collect voter registration data in a way that was compatible with the survey.
 In some cases, local election officials’ challenges with meeting States’ requests for data limited the States’ ability to respond completely.

Select Findings from the Report
· Voter registration increased significantly during the two years leading up to the 2008 elections. The total number of voters reported to be eligible and registered for the November 2008 elections was at least 189 million, an increase of more than 17.5 million from the 2006 elections. It was also an increase of about 16.6 million voters from the last presidential election in 2004.

· States and territories reported receiving more than 60 million voter registration forms. Use of the mail (or fax or e‑mail) was up from the previous election cycle, with 28.8% of registration forms being delivered through these sources. Another 14.9% of applications were made in person at elections offices, and 30.1% through motor vehicle agencies. A limited number of States reported receiving voter registration applications over the Internet.

· Of the 60 million voter registration forms received, nearly 24.6 million of these applications were from new voters; that is, voters who were not previously registered in the local jurisdiction or had not previously registered in any jurisdiction (there were  fewer than 17.3 million new registrants during the 2004 to 2006 election cycle). More than 20 million of the registration forms requested represented a change to name, address, or party of the registrant.

· States and territories found invalid or otherwise rejected nearly 1.7 million applications, and found that 3.6 million applications were duplicates of existing registrations. Altogether, 8.8% of registration applications were invalid or duplicates.

· States and territories sent more than 18 million removal notices to names on their registration rolls, as allowed by NVRA after two cycles of voter inactivity.

· From 18 million removal notices sent, more than 12 million voters were removed from voter registration lists, for reasons including death, felony conviction, failure to vote in consecutive elections, having moved from one jurisdiction to another, or at the voter’s request.

� The six States are Idaho, Minnesota, New Hampshire, North Dakota, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. They are exempt because they allowed Election Day registration at the time of the passage of the NVRA, or, in the case of North Dakota, have no voter registration at all. The territories are not subject to the NVRA. 





